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Definition:

Social change refers to the significant alteration of
social structure and cultural patterns over time.
Scope:

Includes changes in institutions, behaviors,
relationships, and values.

Examples:

Industrial revolution

Technological advancements (e.g., smartphones,
Internet)



A process through which society
transforms over tfime.

nfluenced by infernal and external
factors: economy, politics, culture,
technology.

Continuous and inevitable in nature.




Universal: Occurs in all societies.

Continuvous: Happens over time; no society
IS static.

Variable in Speed: Some changes are fast
(tech), others slow (cultural).

Multifactorial: Caused by a combination of
factors.

Can be Planned or Unplanned: Policy
reforms vs. natural disasters.

Impact May Be Positive or Negative.



Linear Social Change

Definition: A unidirectional, progressive
chcn?e moving toward improvement or
specific goal.

Characteristics:

Viewed as development or progress.
Irreversible (e.qg., evolution of democracy).

Examples:
Growth of scientific knowledge
Spread of education
Industrialization



Cyclic Social Change

Definition: Change that occurs in @
circular or repetitive pattern, often
returning 1o a previous state.
Characteristics:
Repetitive and predictable.
Emphasizes rise and fall patterns.

Examples:

Rise and fall of civilizations (e.g., Roman
Empire)

Economic cycles (boom and recession)
Cultural tfrends (fashion, music styles)



Feature

Direction

Example

Theorists

Linear Change

One-way (progressive)

Irreversible

Technological progress

Auguste Comte, Herbert Spencer

Cyclic Change

Repetitive (rise & fall)

Reversible/Recurring

Economic cycles

Pitrim Sorokin, Oswald Spengler




Social change is a dynamic and
Inevitable process.

Understanding its types helps explain
how societies evolve.

Both linear and cyclic perspectives are
useful in analyzing societal
transtormations.



